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AMERICAN EAGLE FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF NEW YORK 
HENRY EVANS, President 





Fire Rent Automobile Tornado Sprinkler Leakage Use and Occupancy 





The American Eagle, succeeding the Fidelity Underwriters which was established 
in 1910, maintains a well earned position in the front rank of fire insurance. 





THE AMERICAN EAGLE—AN AMERICAN INSTITUTION 
- HOME OFFICE: 80 Maiden Lane, New York 

















Investigate Our Texas Agents Wanted 


BLACK LAND | 
6% FARM ‘we General and Local Agencies’ territories 
0 MORTGAGES |i for the right men with ‘exclusive rights in 


territory. 














NET 


TO BLAC We want agents and brokers to look into 
| sha our service, This service has already been 
sold to many thousands of individuals and 
many well known industrial concerns in all 
parts of the United States. 





























Liberal commissions. 


During the coming year the Institute 
will receive nation wide publicity in several 
References : Adam H. f the best k ? . 
Security National Bak Davidson of the best known magazines. 
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Our Clients VICE-PRESIDENT Address 
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sQuaraty Portgage Gompany 25. West 45th Street 
New York City 
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ELMER E. RITTENHOUSE, President HAROLD A. LEY, Vice-Pres. and Treas. 
DALLAS, TEXAS EUGENE L. FISK, M. D., Dir. of Hygiene JAMES D. LENNEHAN, Secretary 
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Opportunity Knocks At 
Your Door 


Attractive policies. Liberal commis- 
sions and cooperation. 

Openings in States of Alabama, 
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Mississippi and Tennessee. 


sae nter-Southern Life 
Home Office | Insurance Company 


Building | JAMES R. DUFFIN, President 
| LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 


ATNA FIRE UNDERWRITERS AGENCY 


HARTFORD, CONN., U.S.A. 


The Aétna Insurance Company, in re- 
sponse to a general demand for unquestioned 
indemnity in American Companies, offers 
the protection of its Policies to the public 
through the further medium of the Attna 
Fire Underwriters Agency. 


Applications for Agencies may be ad- 
dressed to 


ZETNA FIRE UNDERWRITERS AGENCY 


Hartford, Connecticut 




















es work is recognized by this Com- 

pany. Men with their future before 
them should listen. 
where you can grow, where the Home 
Office knows first hand what you are doing 
and what your ambition is, if this hits you, 


If you wish a place 


think it over—then act. 





PITTSBURGH LIFE AND TRUST CO. 


Home Office, PITTSBURGH, PA. 


W. C. BALDWIN HOWARD S. SUTPHEN 
President Vice Pres. & Manager of Agencies 








TOTAL 
INSURANCE 
IN FORCE 
OVER 


$40,000,000 
| We have a few attrac- 


TOTAL 
RESOURCES 
OVER 


$5,250,000 


PAN - AMERICAN 
LIFE INSURANCE 


COMPANY 








Journal of the Institute of Actuaries 


Those who are interested in The Journal of the Institute of 
Actuaries of Great Britain will be glad to learn that The 
Spectator Company is now in a position to supply more or less 
complete sets of this work. The sets which may be secured 
are as follows: 


One COMPLETE SET from Volume I to Volume 
49, inclusive, up to date, very valuable because 
many volumes are out 3 print. 

Volume 23, to date, comp ete, unbound. 

The following odd volumes may also be secured: 7, 23, 25, 28, | 


32, 33 and 34, in parts. 


The Spectator Company solicits correspondence with those 
interested in the purchase of any or all of the above works, 
and will quote prices on same up@m application. 























tive openings for high-class life insurance men 
throughout our territory. 


If interested, write for full particulars, also ask 
for a description of our new Double Indem-= 
nity and Accidental Benefit Policy. 


IT’S A WINNER! 








E. G. 


WHITNEY=CENTRAL 
BANK BUILDING SIMMONS, 
Vice-President 


NEW ORLEANS, LA. and 


Gen. Manager 





C. H. 
ELLIS, 


President 











CAPITOL LIFE 


INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF COLORADO 


Newest and most up-to-date policy contracts. 


Communicate with home office in reference 
to agencies in unoccupied territory. Liberal 
contracts made with good men. 


HOME OFFICE: 
TABOR OPERA HOUSE BUILDING 
DENVER, COLO. 
THOMAS F. DALY. President 
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THE SPECTATOR 


The circulation of the publications of The 
Spectator Company, including THE SPECTATOR, 
amounts to nearly one million annually, aver- 
aging 17,500 weekly. These standard publica- 
tions, covering life, fire, casualty and miscel- 
Janeous insurance, are recognized as authori- 
ties in their particular lines, and some have re- 
ceived the endorsements of the United States 
Government and State Insurance Departments. 
The statistical and historical records of the 
various insurance companies are thus given 
wide circulation for the information of the 
public, constituting more valuable SERVICE 
to the insurance companies than that supplied 


by any other insurance journal. 


Tue Spectator, established in 1868, is a weekly 
journal devoted to promoting the best interests of 
trustworthy insurance of all kinds. The subscription 

ice for the United States, Canada and Mexico is 
our Dollars per annum, postage prepaid; to all for- 
¢ign countries in the Postal Union, Five Dollars. 


Entered at the New York Post Office as Second-Class Matter. 


THE SPECTATOR COMPANY 
PUBLISHERS 
Arthur L. J. Smith, Pres. Robert W. Blake, Sec’y 
135 Witt1AmM STREET, NEw York 
Telephone, John 231, John 282 
WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
Insurance Exchange, Chicago. Telephone, Wabash 531 


Sole Selling Agents in America for the publications 
of Charles & Edwin Layton, of London, England. 
Copyright, 1916, by The Spectator Company, New York 
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THE INSURANCE STRIKE 


HE strike inaugurated in a few sec- 

tions by industrial agents of The Pru- 
dential Insurance Company of America 
made rapid progress in the first few days, 
according to the claims of the men, while 
the company asserts that a comparatively 
small percentage of the men employed 
have gone out.’ In addition to fifty or 
sixty agents discharged for disloyalty, 
prior to the declaration of the strike, the 
fompany last week discharged a great 
Many more, and claims that it is amply 
able to fill their places either with new 
Men, or by consolidating debits. 

In forming this organization of agents 
the usual claim is made that it is for 
Mutual protection, but there is also to be 
seen the hand of the professional agitator 
and organizer, whose object generally is 
1 creat dissatisfaction and strife in order 
that his own personal and selfish aims 
May be furthered. In this instance the 
Be selected to lead the strikers is a 
MMown organizer of strikes in various 


branches of industry, without any con- 
Ketion with industrial insurance what- 
, and it is questionable if he under- 
mds the real conditions under which 


THE SPECTATOR 


the agents work and are compensated. 
As an illustration of how politicians 
eagerly encourage the claims and de- 
mands of the professional strikers and 
Union men, at a mass meeting of Pru- 
dential agents and their adherents held 
in Newark on Saturday night three New 
Jersey Congressmen addressed the as- 
semblage, promising to work for and sup- 
port a proposed movement for a Federal 
investigation of industrial insurance. 
According to The Hudson Observer, 
Roland B. Mahany of the United States 
Department of Labor, who was sent to 
New York to investigate the strike, de- 
clared that “This strike 
Prudential $5,000,000. That is a mighty 


will cost the 


expensive price to pay for a broom to 
sweep back Niagara.”’ As this would be 
a one-sided and prejudiced statement to 
be pronounced by an impartial official in- 
vestigator, there would seem to be a ques- 
tion as to whether Mr. Mahany has been 
quoted correctly. 

Thus far the men have not put for- 
ward any specific grievance as a cause 
for striking, except that of the right to 
have their organization recognized, the 
question of the change in the form of 
compensation being apparently only sec- 
ondary. In the speeches made to them, 
general charges have been indulged in, 
such as large salaries to officers and 
the expenses of luncheons for employees. 
So far as salaries of officers are con- 
cerned, those receiving them usually earn 
all that is allotted them, and would un- 
doubtedly receive as much, if not more, 
in other lines where the responsibility and 
executive ability might not be nearly as 
great. As to expenses for luncheons of 
employees, experience has proven that 
such outlays result in great savings by 
reason of increased efficiency on the part 
of the employees, to say nothing of the 
improved condition of their health. 

Whatever grievances the men may 
have—and there must be some, or they 
would not have gone to the extent of a 
strike—can best be settled by the com- 
pany, with possibly the insurance depart- 
ment as arbitrator if no definite decision 
can be arrived at. The outstanding fea- 
ture in this whole affair is the apparent 
decline in loyalty to the company on the 
part of the field force, which loyalty has 
hitherto been unquestioned. The rea- 
sons for this decline in loyalty should be 


. carefully looked into by the executive of- 
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ficers, so that the proper remedies may 
be promptly applied and the old esprit de 
corps be firmly re-established. 


THE JERSEY CITY EXPLOSIONS 
HE terrific explosions at Black Tom 
Island (Jersey City, N. J.) early 
on Sunday morning last dealt death and 
destruction for miles around. How the 
fire originated, whether by a minor ex- 
plosion, combustion, or 
some other cause, is not definitely known ; 
hence, the question of liability on the 
part of fire and plate glass insurance 
clouded. 


spontaneous 


companies is still somewhat 
Hundred of thousands of dollars’ worth 
of glass in windows and doors in New 
York, Jersey City, etc., was broken, 
much of it being insured. There may 
also arise questions as to liability be- 
tween fire and marine insurance com- 
panies ; in fact, the whole subject is more 
or less confused. As to the glass losses, 
it seems probable that, as it is necessary 
to replace glass as promptly as possible, 
the plate glass insurance companies will 
proceed with the work of replacement ; 
in fact, one company announces that it 
has already replaced all broken glass 
which it insured. Of course, the fire 
companies are only liable for the actual 
not for those due directly to 

But a few weeks ago 
THe Specrator commented on_ the 
immunity which had been enjoyed 
by the country from serious accidents 
due to the transportation of war muni- 
tions; but this catastrophe, causing a 
number of deaths and property losses 
estimated at from $20,000,000 to $30,- 
000,000, more than compensates for the 
previous immunity. It is to be hoped 
that this tragic lesson will lead to greater 
precautions in future and the avoidance 
of any similar disaster. 

The people of Jersey City, New York 


fire losses 
explosions. 


and vicinity, in view of the most recent 


explosion, as well as that on February 1, 
IOI, at Communipaw, are wondering 
what means will be adopted to protect 
them from the danger which has become 
especially acute during the progress of 
the European war. It would seem emi- 
nently proper that shipments of explo- 
sives should be made from some point 
at a sufficient distance from large centers 
of population, so that few, if any, people 
not directly engaged in the transportation 
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and handling of explosives should be 
placed in jeopardy. All public authorities 
should co-operate to this end, and thus 
assure a reasonable degree of safety to 
the residents of large cities. 


NUMBER of brokers have lately 
A been complaining that the rules of 
the New York Fire Insurance Exchange 
are unfair in the provision requiring that 
all premiums be paid to the companies 
within forty days from the date of the 
policy’s issuance, while there is no cor- 
responding time limit as to paying return 
premiums. The brokers say that they 
are frequently held up as long as three 
to six months for their return premiums, 
while they have had to settle with their 
clients much The attitude 
taken by the brokers is that they are 
made the creditors of both the companies 
and the assured—that they must first pay 
the premiums and then pay the returns 
due to cancellation or rate reduction, and 
wait for reimbursement from both 
parties, As the brokers are bound to pay 
premiums within the time limit pre- 
scribed by the Exchange rules, it is con- 
tended that a similar rule should apply 
to the payment of return premiums. It 
is true that there is no rule applying to 
the time within which return premiums 
are paid, but in general practice the com- 
panies are understood to be prompt in 
their settlements, rarely running over 
thirty days and in many instances settling 
within ten days. Some companies make 
it a practice not to pay return premiums 
oftener than once a month and then al- 
low them on the premiums due from 
brokers. Where this is the case it may 
happen that no premiums are paid in to 
the company for some considerable 
period of time, and consequently the re- 
turn premiums hold over for two or three 
months, and sometimes longer, This is 
more frequently found to be the case 
where risks outside of Exchange terri- 
tory are involved. Though the broker 
is occasionally placed in the position of 
acting as a clearing house for credits of 
both agent and insured, the practicability 
of any set rule fixing a limit on the time 
for paying return premiums is much 
doubted. 


sooner. 





—The Insurance Library Association of Boston has 
published in pamphlet form, “Notes on Automatic 


Sprinkler Protection,” by Gorham Dana, manager, 


Underwriters Bureau of New England, 
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KEYSTONE STATE NOTES 


Commissioner Jackson's Powerful De- 
partment of Labor and Industry and 
Health Commissioner Dixon's 
Ambition for Pennsylvania 





THE PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD’S RECORD 


Anti-Alcohol Sentiment in Hospitals—Dr. Mayo’s 
Optimism—Philadelphia Credit 

The July number of the new agency publi- 
cation issued, “Now and Then,” by W. R. 
Harper, manager of the Attna Life Insurance 
Company in Philadelphia, is a remarkably able 
and comprehensive treatment of business pro- 
tection by life insurance, under the caption 
of “On Preparedness.” In a beautiful six-page 
pamphlet Mr. Harper has assembled in most 
concise and pungent form an unusual amount 
of strong argument in favor of life insurance 
for business firms and corporations, as well as 
for their employees under the group plan. 

It is not too much to say that for all-round 
skill in handling a life insurance agency Mr. 
Harper is to-day in the front rank among 
agency managers; and it is very plain that the 
Etna Life appreciates his ability and is gov- 
erned largely by his judgment in handling the 
business of the Philadelphia agency, and espe- 
cially cases of unusual size and peculiarities 
which require discrimination, with liberality 
and broad view. It can also be said of Mr. 
Harper, who is an ex-president of the Life 
Underwriters Association, that he is a strong 
advocate of correct practices and strict com- 
pliance to existing laws; and he has the cour- 
age to fight abuses with the same vigor with 
which he pushes the development of his own 
business. 

Joun Price Jackson 


When Professor Jackson was taken from 
the faculty of the State College and made 
Commissioner of Labor and Industry, it was 
predicted that his previous training and strong 
independent character would make for a suc- 
cessful administration of his department. 
Such anticipations have been fully realized. 
This department, though comparatively new, 
is equally powerful with the Department of 
Health, which is commonly considered the 
most autocratic organization in the country. 
Professor Jackson’s department can elaborate 
safety standards and compel manufacturers 


to make their machinery conform to them. It _ 


can force owners to remodel elevators in their 
buildings, replace fire escapes and repair 
boilers. It can insure an employer against loss 
by reason of compensation claims filed by in- 
jured workmen. It can step in and settle the 
strike at a factory. It is, in short, a concilia- 
tor, underwriter and an efficient “Safety 
First” expert armed with autocratic powers. 
The modern idea, as he understands it, is to 
make legislation and administration largely a 
project of service to the mass of the people, 
to protect life, to guard the public health, and 
to see that those who toil do so under condi- 
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tions in which risk has been reduced to 4 
minimum; in short, to enforce laws that safe. 
guard the toiler. That there is occasion for 
such a department is illustrated by the fact that 
in this great industrial State an average of 191 
workers were killed each month during the 
first five months of this year, 1916, and an 
average of 20,000 were injured each month, 
More than 500 experts have given their time 
without compensation to help this board frame 
its standards. It is not the business of an jn. 
spector to fill the jails. The right kind of an 
official shows people how to do the right thing 
in the right way, and only when necessary an 
inspector uses the strong arm of the lay, 
most people being willing to go along when 
they are shown the better way. This depart- 
ment has a Bureau of Hygiene and Engineer- 
ing that is studying health conditions in the 
industries, and through the co-operation of Dr. 
Stengle of the University of Pennsylvania has 
established a clinic for the study of vocational 
diseases. Professor Jackson states that where 
the methods of the department have been em- 
ployed the number of accidents has been re- 
duced from twenty-five to sixty per cent. 
Moreover, the work of this department, which 
promotes safety by the employment of com- 
mittees, including employers and employees, 
also promotes industrial peace, as it brings 
executives and men in close touch. 


Dr. SAMUEL G. DIxon 


Dr. Dixon has made war on typhoid fever, 
with the result that deaths in Pennsylvania 
from typhoid fever during the year 1915 were 
only about one-seventh of the average for the 
years 1906 to 1910; during that period the mor- 
tality from typhoid fever in Philadelphia was 
41.7 per 100,000 of population, while in 1915 
it was reduced to 6.6 per 100,000. Pennsyl- 
vania is therefore more than six times as safe 
as it was ten years ago, so far as one of the 
worst of mortal scourges is concerned. And 
this is by no means the limit of Dr. Dixon's 
ambition for his city and State. 


PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD 


Official announcement has recently been 
made by the Pennsylvania Railroad that a 
compilation of reports from all parts of the 
system show that not a passenger has been 
killed in a train accident for two and one-half 
years. In these two and one-half years 453- 
952,208 passengers were carried by more than 
three million trains for a total distance of 
more than ten billion miles, a distance 400,000 
times around the world; but nowhere on the 
system, either east or west of Pittsburg, was 
there a single fatality due to train accident. 
On these same lines also 3,500,000 freight 
trains were operated over 12,000 miles of lines, 
which include 26,000 miles of track. 

The wonderful record of this railroad sys 
tem is due to its practice of keeping the effi- 
ciency of the operating department up to a very 
high standard, while retiring and pensioning 
many employees. This company is now Pay- 
ing $4000 a day in pensions. Since the begit- 
ning of the year 1916 the companies of this 
system have retired 326 employees. Since the 
pension system was established, January | 
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1900, the total expenditure has been about 
$13,000,000. 


ALCOHOL IN HOSPITALS 


In line with widespread economic influence, 
and life insurance companies’ experience with 
actual risks, hospital practice in the country 
js tending strongly toward the reduction of the 
yse of alcohol. Prompted by the investigation 
started by the Board of Temperance of the 
M. E. Church, with the aid of Dr. Winfield 
Scott Hall of Chicago, replies were received 
from forty-two hospitals located in leading 
central cities. In thirty-nine of these alcohol 
as a remedial agency was reported as decreas- 
ing. Some replies state that the decrease in 
the last five years amounts to 90 per cent, 
others 75 per cent, some 50 per cent, and a 
few less than 30 per cent. For example, the 
conspicuous Episcopal Hospital of Philadel- 
phia in the year 1899, with 3206 patients, used 
alcoholic drinks which cost $1,135.22. In the 
year 1914, with about twice as many patients, 
it spent only one-third as much for alcoholic 
drinks. 

MortTALity OUTLOOK 


It is safe to say that about one-half of the 
population of Pennsylvania carries some form 
of life insurance protection, and the compa- 
nies furnishing this protection must, in the 
near future, realize a lower mortality from 
accident and disease, by reason of the safe- 
guards above referred to, supplemented by ex- 
tensive welfare work already well under way 
by several of the-great life insurance com- 
panies. We are hoping that the distinguished 
Dr. Charles H. Mayo was a true prophet, in 
his recent address to the American Medical 
Association, when he said, “We have put dis- 
ease under our feet. All that is necessary for 
the health of the community now is for that 
community to be intelligent enough to demand 
of the Government that all discoveries of 
medical science be put to work in behalf of the 
community.” 

PHILADELPHIA CREDIT 


The recent sale of Philadelphia City four 
per cent bonds at par shows that the city’s 
credit is at the highest point among munici- 
palities; and with good reason, for the out- 
standing net debt of the city, now $106,470,154, 
is less than five per cent of its assessed valua- 
tion of $2,315,319,007; while the permanent im- 
provements owned by the city are officially 
valued at $340,000,000, over three times its 
debt. VETERAN. 


Philadelphia, July 29, 1916. 


Jersey City Rates.—Now comes Jersey City 
in the field with a champion low rate on a 
High street sprinklered risk in that city. Ap- 
plying the ninety per cent coinsurance clause 
the building is rated at five cents per hun- 
dted dollars, the rents at four cents and con- 
tents at eight cents. The story is the compa- 
nies accept these rates in competition with the 
factory mutuals, but the brethren are evading 
Nete many risks it would take at the rates 
quoted to pay even a moderate loss, 
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NEW YORK SURVEYS 


Plate Glass Losses.—The plate glass com- 
panies will have occasion to remember the 
dreadful explosion on Black Tom Island early 
last Sunday morning. Their losses are con- 
siderable in the aggregate, but were well dis- 
tributed; but it is proper to say the total was 
much less than the first estimates of the daily 
papers. The sad thing about such experiences is 
that they cannot and are not properly provided 
for in the rates made in advance. No such 
occurrence has ever been recorded, and there 
was nothing to base a calculation upon in an- 
ticipation. The plate glass companies are all 
strong in finances, and it is not likely the blow 
will impair their loss-paying powers in the 
future, but it is a lesson to the public that their 
only protection against loss is insurance. 


A Suit by the City.—It is announced that 
Chief Kenlon of the fire department and Com- 
missioner Adamson have agreed to commence 
suit against the owners of the Amsterdam 
warehouses, which were burned out with heavy 
loss last week, to recover on behalf of the city 
the expenses of extinguishing the fire. The 
ground of the suit is the failure of the owners 
to comply with an order served upon them last 
March to provide certain protective features 
to prevent a spreading fire. The chief insists 
that if this order had been complied with the 
fire could have been held in a single building. 
The liability of property holders in such cases 
has already been upheld by the Appellate Court, 
and if applied rigorously in the present case 
will prove a very costly neglect on the part of 
the owners, and at the same time prove a 
valuable lesson to others to obey rather than 
disobey such orders hereafter. 








A Marine Loss of Interest.—The departure 
of a new expedition to remove the specie which 
went down with the Spanish steamer Merida 
on the lower coast some years ago reveals the 
fact that a marine insurance office which paid 
the loss is interested in the results of the ex- 
pedition, besides a guaranty of the expenses 
of the wreckers. The amount is large and 
justifies the risk. 

Losses by Lightning.—The losses caused 
by lightning in this vicinity have multiplied 
rapidly in the last four weeks. The companies 
have been surprised in the variety as well as 
extent of such losses. Fires ensuing are cov- 
ered by policies, and the numerous losses ag- 
gregate a considerable amount. 

Storage Warehouse Regulations.—If the 
owners of the Amsterdam avenue storage 
warehouse were backward in complying with 
the fire department orders for the better pro- 
tection of their property, they were decidedly 
forward in providing themselves with insur- 
ance against contingencies. The committee on 
losses and adjustments have turned up a pecu- 
liar form held by the owners, to cover ac- 
crued charges of every description held against 
property on storage, to include an agreement 
to place a lien on any insurance held by the 
individual customer. The joker in the form 
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is that the companies insure two years’ charges. 
The loss is payable to Gussie England, as in- 
terest may appear. The committee suggests 
that if all the losses are adjusted through a 
single channel there may be a more equitable 
settlement. 


A Local Merger.—The pending merger of 
the United States and Williamsburgh City fire 
offices is another step in the consolidation of 
companies to increase their loss-paying power 
and raise them to the grade of the larger 
offices, 


The New Building Code.—The amended 
building code came as a surprise to the un- 
derwriters after several years waiting. They 
are well pleased, however, to observe that 
many of the features they have labored and 
contended for are included in the new code. 
Practically the highest of buildings is gov- 
erned by the width of the street, but the limits 
are a height of two hundred and fifty feet. 


CHICAGO AND THE WEST 

C. C. Clark Gets Appointment.—C. C. 
Clark has been appointed Cook county man- 
ager for the Commercial National Fire of 
Chicago. 

P. F. Cameron & Co. to Move.—P. F. 
Cameron & Co. of Chicago moved their offices 
on August 1 to the office of Moore, Case, 
Lyman & Hubbard, where they will continue 
the representation of the Niagara. 


Attorney Fairfield Wins Case.—Frank M. 
Fairfield, Chicago insurance attorney, got judg- 
ment for $800 in court last week against the 
Home of New York in favor of the owner of 
property damaged by fire, although the owner 
had sustained no loss, the property having 
been replaced. The Home will, it is said, 
appeal the case. According to testimony, 
John Schultz engaged a contractor to erect a 
building on his lot. Schultz insured the build- 
ing while in process of construction in the 
Home. The contractor insured his interest in 
the Glens Falls. The building was damaged 
by fire to the extent of $800 the day before it 
was completed. The contractor made a de- 
mand upon the Glens Falls. The Glens Falls 
sought to have the Home pro rate the loss, 
but the Home declined. The Glens Falls paid 
the claim and took an assignment of the policy. 
Mr. Fairfield sued the Home on behalf of the 
Glens Falls, and made the point that under the 
New York Standard Policy it contracted with 
Schultz to pay the amount of loss in case the 
building was destroyed by fire, even though 
the contractor had replaced the building. The 
court held that the contract was not one of 
indemnity, but of insurance, and gave judg- 
ment accordingly. 


BOSTON AND VICINITY 

Status of Arson Cases.—It is possible that 
one man indicted on arson charges by the 
grand jury of Suffolk county, Mass., may be 
tried in August, because of the fact that he 
has been unable to obtain bail. Reports are 
being circulated that several of the leading 
suspects have defaulted their bail and have left 
the State. The remaining forty-two cases will 
be tried at the September sitting of the 
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Criminal Session of the Superior Court. The 
district attorney’s office intends to handle these 
cases without fear or favor, and will ask for 
additional indictments in cases where the evi- 
dence justifies such action. 

Outing Planned.—It has been decided that 
the first annual outing of the newly-organized 
Insurance Society of Boston will be held at the 
Villa Napoli, Nantasket, Mass., Saturday af- 
ternoon, September 9. The party will leave 
3oston by boat; a fine programme of sports, 
including a ball game between the married and 
single men, has been prepared. The com- 
mittee in charge is now busy completing de- 
tails of the outing, and those who attend are 
assured a busy and pleasant time. 


Loss Adjustment Course 

The Insurance Society of New York will con- 
tinue its course of lectures on the loss adjust- 
ment phases of the fire insurance business, and 
has arranged for the following addresses, which 
will be given in the New York Board Room on 
the second Tuesday in each month, commencing 
in October: 

Bernard Faymonville. president of the Fire- 
mans Fund Insurance Company, San Francisco, 
upon “Underwriting Condit‘ons on the Pacific 
Coast.” 

P. D. McGregor, manager, Western depart- 
ment, Queen Insurance Company, and president 
of the Western Union, upon ‘Underwriting 
Conditions in the Field Covered by That Organi- 
zation. 

John B. Morton, vice-president of the Fire As- 
sociation, Philadelphia, and president of the 
Sastern Union, upon “Underwriting Conditions 
in the Field Covered by the Organization.” 

F. C. Buswell, vice-president of the Home of 
New York, and president of the South Eastern 
Underwriters Association, upon ‘Underwriting 
Conditions in the Field Covered by That Organi- 
zation.”’ 

The society also announces that it has as- 
surances from E. G. Richards, manager, North 
British and Mercantile, of his desire, if possible, 
to favor the society by a discussion of the 
‘“Rate-Making Problems,” also an address by 
Franklin H. Wentworth of the National Fire 
Protection Association, upon the ‘‘National Fire 
Waste.” 

There will be under the guidance of Charles 
H. Holland, manager of the Royal Indemnity 
Company, a very valuable course of lectures 
upon the casualty branch of the business, given 
on alternate Tuesdays in the same room. 


Standard Fire Policy May Be Changed 


Because the appraisal clause of the New York 
Standard Fire Policy, which has been used in 
Georgia, conflicts with a new law of Georgia al- 
providing that the court shall appoint an 
umpire in case of disagreement with the ap- 
praisers’ report, it is probable that the form 
wiil be amended. The standard policy provides 
that the appraisers shall select the umpire. 


Resignation of Charles R. Tuttle 
Charles R. Tuttle, second vice-president of 
the Continental Insurance Company of New 
York, and in charge of its Western depart- 
ment, has tendered his resignation. It is re- 


ported that he will become identified with the 
Insurance Company of North America. 





THE SPECTATOR 
MUNITIONS DISASTER 


Loss of Large Shipment While in 
Transit from Factory ~ 





FIRE LOSSES NOT KNOWN 








Cause of Explosions Said to be Fire—Other 


Features of the Event 


Early Sunday morning an explosion occurred 
on Black Tom Island, where a large cargo of 
war munitions had been stored prior to its 
shipment to Europe. The explosion resulted 
in the destruction of a great deal of property 
in the neighboring cities, including New York, 
Brooklyn, Jersey City and Hoboken, It is not 
yet known what caused the explosion, but it 
is said that a fire nearby spread to the cars 
in which the munitions were stored was the 
immediate factor. It will probably require 
some time before the exact cause of the fire and 
explosion is known, Estimates of the property 
damage have been made by some underwriters, 
but these are said to be pure guesses at best. 
While daily newspaper reports show the losses 
to be in the neighborhood of twenty to thirty 
million dollars, there will probably be a great 
deal of salvage, which will reduce these losses 
to a much lower figure 

Several meetings of company representatives 
were held in New York city early this week, 
at which the loss was discussed and the prob- 
lem of settlement was taken up. It was de- 
cided at these meetings to take no action to- 
wards the adjustment of losses until the exact 
cause of the loss was known. Each claim will 
probably require considerable investigation be- 
fore an adjustment can be effected. The com- 
panies will waive all technicalities as soon as 
satisfactory informaticn as to the origin of the 
fire and the explosion can be obtained and 
claims will be settled promptly. 


NOT LIABLE FOR GLASS LOSSES 

The question as to the liability of the plate 
glass insurers under the fire exemption clause 
was frequently commented upon in insurance 
circles. It is the general opinion of fire under- 
writers that the plate glass losses occurring in 
New York city and other adjacent towns, as 
the result of the recent explosion on the Black 
Tom Basin, are losses in no way covered by 
their fire policies. They uphold as the one 
main outstanding reason, even though it may 
be proved that the explosion was a result of 
the fire, the clause in the New York standard 
policy exempting them from any loss incurred 
as the result of explosions. It is also part of 
their contract that they are not liable for any 
plate glass loss which is not caused directly by 
fire. L. C. Williams, general adjuster of the 
Atlas Assurance Company, when interviewed, 
stated: ‘‘In the first place, no fire policy is li- 
able for any damage caused by an explosion, 
it being expressly exempt by the terms of the 
fire policy, which reads: ‘This company shall 
not be liable for loss caused directly or indi- 
rectly by explosion (unless fire ensues, and in 
that event for the loss by fire only) of any 
kind.’ It seems to me if such a contention is 
being made that the position is untenable, as 
there is no evidence that fire has caused any 
widespread glass breakage.” 

It was the opinion of J. H. Stoddart, joint 
manager of the New York Underwriters Agency, 
that fire insurance companies would not be li- 
able under their policies for plate glass losses 


-in New York city by an explosion on Black 
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Tom’s Island. The question, while still an open 
one, seems to be beyond the scope of a fire 
policy, as no fire caused window breakage—jt 
was the detonation. 

In regard to merchandise stored in the various 
warehouses, some eighteen in number, the lia. 
bility of the fire companies under their exist. 
ing contracts resolves itself into a question as 
to whether the buildings were first blown 
down, followed by a destructive fire, or whether 
the loss of buildings was occasioned by fire, 
Merchandise in transit in the box cars was 
covered by marine companies for the most part. 
It is understood that, as a general rule, ship- 
ments of ammunition were made F. 0, BZ, 
shipping point. This would mean that the bulk 
of the loss will not be felt by American many. 
facturers. There is a conflict of opinion as to 
how much of the merchandise in _ transit is 
covered by the general schedules issued to rail. 
road companies. 

Data collected by The Journal of Commerce 
show that but nine fire companies had as much 
as $100,000 each net insurance involved in the 
Black Tom Island fire and explosion diseaster, 
the largest sum for any one company being 
$300,000. 





The Balkan National Insurance Company 


of Sofia 


The Balkan National Insurance Company of 
Sofia, Bulgaria, shows by its twentieth annual 
home office statement that the year 1915 was one 
of progress, its total assets having advanced 
from $6,089,558 at the beginning of 1915 to $6,- 
657,507 at the end of that year. Its surplus as 
to policyholders, on December 31 last, was $84?,- 
892, this amount including a paid-up capital of 
$400,000. 

The assets embrace real estate in the city of 
Sofia conservatively valued at $350,000, but 
which is carried in the statement at $224,367; 
mortgage loans to the amount of $1,358,378, being 
first liens on real estate; government and muni- 
cipal bonds valued at $2,449,229; loans upon life 
policies and other collateral, $581,369; deposits 
in banks, $1,249,572; due from various insurance 
companies as balances of current accounts, 
$157,096; premiums due from agents, $96,409; 
deposits and guarantees with other insurance 
companies, $526,334, and the company’s printing 
establishment, $14,753, making a total of $6,- 
657,507. 

The reserves of the company aggregated $5,- 
347,277, and included unpaid losses and claims 
estimated at $579,702; fire premium reserve, $1,- 
801,535; marine premium reserve, $199,546, and 
mathematical reserve for life and_ sundry 
branches, $2,766,493. Other liabilities include de- 
posits from other companies, $412,061; staff pen- 
sion fund, $47,254; dividends unpaid, $4286, and 
sundry accounts, $3737, making a total of $5,814,- 
615. The surplus as to policyholders, $842,892, 
accounts for the balance of the assets. 

In 1915 the net total premium income of the 
Balkan National was $3,141,042, of which amount 
the United States branch contributed $1,865,182, 
the company’s total income having been $3, 
445,076. The disbursements included losses 
amounting to $1,870,038; commissions, broker- 
ages and expenses for all departments, $861,979, 
dividends to stockholders and profit contingents, 
$140,744, and surrender values paid on life poli- 
cies, $12,332. 

The company has made a very satisfactory 
showing during the last few years, when Euro- 
pean business in general has been greatly dis- 
turbed. by the wars. The success of the com- 
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pany, under most disadvantageous conditions, 
has been due to the able administration of its 
affairs, its officers having an excellent reputa- 
tion for capability and conservatism. 

The Balkan National transacts a direct in- 
surance business in Bulgaria, but elsewhere in 
Europe and in the United States its business is 
confined to treaty reinsurance. 

The United States branch of the Balkan Na- 
tional possessed $2,327,273 of assets on Decem- 
ber 31 last, with a surplus of $775,517. William 
C, Scheide & Co., Inc., of Hartford, Conn., are 
United States managers of the company, which 
has had an exceptionally favorable experience 
since it began business here some six years 


ago. 


Makes Siaff Promotions 


A. & J. H. Stoddart are sending the following 
circular to agents reporting to the New York 
Underwriters Agency: 

It gives us pleasure to inform you that we 
have admitted Mr. Frederic C. White to mem- 
bership in the firm of A. & J. H. Stoddart. Mr. 
White is already well known to you as the ex- 
ecutive assistant of this organization. 

To succeed Mr. White as executive assistant 
we have appointed Robert M. Bennett. Mr. 
Bennett has been in our employ for many 
years, formerly as State agent for Illinois and 
latterly in New York as superintendent of our 
special risk department. 

These gentlemen are promoted in recognition 
of their ability and of their long and faithful 
work in the joint interests of the New York 
Underwriters Agency and agents. In their new 
positions their usefulness will increase. 

We bespeak for our office, thus reinforced, a 
continuance of your friendship and loyal sup- 
port, which for over half a century have been 
the corner stone of the success of the New York 
Underwriters Agency. 

Both men have had long experience in the 
firm and will accord clients the fullest courte- 
sies. 


Florida Fire and Casualty Insurance 
Company 

A meeting of stockholders of the Florida Fire 
and Casualty Insurance Company of Jackson- 
ville, Fla., was scheduled, to be held on 
August 1, for the election of directors. Gerald 
E. Hart, at one time the company’s manager and 
secretary, solicited proxies for use at the meet- 
ing, in a long letter to stockholders, dated 
July 15, which recited many incidents of the 
company’s history and contained many criti- 
cisms of acts of the directors and others. The 
company reinsured its risks in 1910. 





Fire Notes 
~The capital of the North River of New York 
is to be increased to $600,000. 
—Percy V. Long has been appointed assistant coun- 
sel of the National Board of Fire Underwriters at 
San Francisco. 


—Robert W. Tyre, who has been Canadian manager 
for the Northern Assurance for the past thirty years, 
died at Montreal on July 21. 

—It is understood that the American National Fire 
of Columbus, Ohio, will make application for ad- 
mission to the Western Union. The company will 
Soon receive its license. 

Samuel E. Faber, special agent for the Fire Asso- 
ciation in Indiana, died last week. He was identified 
with the company for twenty-three years. His head- 
(uarters had been at Indianapolis. 


—E. G. Frazier of the Springfield Fire and Marine 
has been made president of the Wisconsin Field Mens 
Club, Succeeding Robert Bird of the New York Un- 
derwriters, who has removed to Chicago. Mr. B. 
Calhoun, of the Insurance Company of North America, 
has succeeded Mr, Frazier as vice-president. 
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CASUALTY, SURETY & 
MISCELLANEOUS _ 


SURETY RESERVES 


Further Comment on a Subject of General 
Interest 

In the monthly casualty and surety sec- 
tion of THE SPECTATOR for June 29 
there appeared an article on the subject 
of surety reserves. Particular attention was 
given to loss reserves and a plan for 
their calculation was offered. In the issue of 
THE SPECTATOR for July 13 a criticism of this 
proposed method was given and another plan of- 
fered. Since that time the monthly casualty 
and surety section has appeared, bearing the 
date of July 27 and giving many other opinions 
by prominent surety company officials and man- 
agers. Herewith is still another view of the 
surety reserve problem: 


[To the Editor of THE SPECTATOR] 


This subject has received much attention and 
many expressions of opinion from company of- 
ficials and Insurance Commissioners, in their 
effort to arrive at a satisfactury rule for the 
computation of adequate reserves. 

Geographers, mariners, etc., compute posi- 
tions on the earth’s surface from two well- 
established points, the equator and the meri- 
dian of Greenwich. The resultant inter-sec- 
tions of lines are stated in terms known and 
recognized the world over. Without such rec- 
ognized bases for computation there could not 
be the present unanimity of understanding. 

The proposition to establish percentage cal- 
culations for reserves must necessarily fail for 
the lack of stable bases for calculation. There 
is neither an eqator nor a meridian of Green- 
wich in the surety business. 

Into the records of companies we may read 
eras of high rates and periods of cut-throat 
competition, and all the varying adjustments 
between these extremes—certainly no stability 
there in rates upon which to calculate reserves. 
Nor can we look to the “liability’’ assumed for 
a firm basis for computation. It is well known 
that the face of the obligation assumed has lit- 
tle bearing upon the actual liability undertaken. 
In some instances, bonds are required in double 
the amount of an estimated value of an estate; 
in others a bond equal to or less than the per- 
sonalty is exacted. One owner considers a 
bond of ten per cent of the amount of a con- 
tract sufficient protection, while another ex- 
acts one hundred per cent. One employer con- 
siders ample a bond sufficiently large to cover 
the daily handlings of his cashier, while an- 
other is mindful of the possibility of manipula- 
tion and requires protection to the fullest de- 
gree. 

Moreover, the personal equation is a highly 
important factor. The experience of any one 
company must be measured in terms represent- 
ing the potential values of the men who pass 
upon the risks presented and those who handle 
claims as they accrue. 

Twist and turn figures as we may, analyze 
statements with exact and carefully compiled 
available data, we cannot get away from the 
element that makes or breaks a company; i. e., 
the individual factor in management, the indi- 
vidual element in the imporiant lines of under- 
writing and claim handling. 

Simply speaking, the surety business is not 
susceptible of machine management and, corre- 
latively, is not to be made safe and sound by 
set rules; for, as we have tried to show, there 
are no stable bases upon which to predicate 
rules that will operate to true and proper con- 
clusions. 

Seeing, then, that the surety business is one 
that requires the constant application of honest 
intent, business integrity and the best judg- 
ment to its constantly changing and ever-varied 
propositions, and that success lies in the mea- 
sure in which these qualities are represented 
in the personnel of the management and its 
many related activities, it seems to our view 
that we must continue our present method of 
calculating our obligations and providing for 
contingencies. 

These companies which have managements 
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adequate for the needs will protect their policy- 
holders and their stockholders; those that have 
not such personal safeguards will not be hind- 
ered by any promulgated rules of reserve calcu- 
lation from reaching a certain untimely and in- 
glorious ending. 
JOHN R. BLAND, President, 
United States Fidelity and Guaranty 
Company. 
Baltimore, July 24, 1916. 


Massachusetts Committee Hearings 

At the last meeting of the Massachusetts 
Legislature’s Recess Committee, sitting at the 
State House on workmen’s compensation mat- 
ters, William Bro Smith and Robert Sullivan 
of the Travelers were the principal speakers. 
Mr. Bro Smith was decidedly in favor of 
strictest supervision on the part of the Insur- 
ance Department, short of allowing the In- 
surance Commissioner to run the business. He 
went on record as opposed to compulsory mem- 
bership in the rating bureau, asserting that 
rating boards should be merely adjuncts of the 
company organization. 

Mr. Sullivan testified mainly in answer to 
questions of a practical nature put by members 
of the committee, asserting that in his experi- 
ence the Travelers had found all the work it 
had done along accident prevention and ‘wel- 
fare’ lines profitable both to the company and 
the public. He gave it as his opinion that the 
turning of all accident prevention work over 
to a State Bureau rather than to leave it with 
the companies as it now is, would be detri- 
mental rather than beneficial all around. 

Edward C. Peters, secretary of the Insurance 
Brokers Association of Massachusetts, ex- 
plained the necessities and functions of the 
brokers and asserted that seven and one-half to 
ten per cent commission was too little. ‘The 
committee will hold a meeting next Monday, 
after which there will be an adjournment until 
September 11. 


Local Federation Organized in Ohio 

Mark T. McKee made an address last Friday 
to about two hundred men representing all 
branches of insurance in Cleveland and Cuya- 
hoga county. Immediately afterward the Cuya- 
hoga County Insurance Federation was formed, 
with W. E. Futch, president of the Locomotive 
Engineers Mutual Life and Accident Insurance 
Association and secretary of the National Fra- 
ternal Congress of America, as chairman, and 
J. C. Castle, general insurance, secretary. The 
county committee, representing all branches 
and kinds of insurance, consists of the follow- 
ing: Fred B. Ayer, C. W. Bodenhorn, J. C. 
Castle, E. W. Fishman, P. W. Flicker, W. E. 
Futch, J. C. Green, L. L. Hall, T. F. Hummel, 
J. J. Jackson, A. E. King, Charles R. Lauren- 
son, J. M. Mackintosh, C. H. Mollman, A. W. 
Neal, C. A. Nesbitt, F. B. Owen, George C. 
Simpson, O. G. Strong and M. C. Willis. From 
this list an executive committee of five will be 
selected. Mr. McKee also spoke in Cincinnati, 
Columbus and Toledo last week and local county 
organizations were formed in all three cities. 


Conference Schedule Adopted 


The Massachusetts Rating and Inspection Bu- 
reau held a meeting on Monday of this week at 
which the conference schedule was adopted, with 
the proviso that it become operative with the 
approval of the Insurance Department. No ac- 
tion was taken as to the successor to Manager 
Hodgkins, who left Boston at the close of the 
meeting to begin his duties with the Automo- 
bile Conference at New York. 
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PLATE GLASS LOSSES 


Disaster Strikes New York and Vicinity 
Under Unfavorable Conditions 


GLASS PRICES HIGHER 


Technicalities Waived—Companies Replacing— 
Glass Supply is Short 

The series of explosions on Sunday at Black 
Tom Island caused the most sweeping break- 
age of plate glass in and about New York city 
that has yet occurred. While companies have 
not yet been able to learn the extent of their 
ultimate liability on outstanding policies, it is 
believed that the insurance losses will aggregate 
between two and three hundred thousand dol- 
lars. While the value of the glass which was 
broken will probably be much larger than this, 
it is certain that many of the broken windows 
were not covered by insurance. 

The seriousness of the glass situation will be 
felt when replacements begin to take place, as 
glaziers have recently obtained an increase in 
their wages and during the past year the price 
of glass has steadily increased until now it is 
in the neighborhood of eighty per cent higher 
than it was at the first of the year. Manufac- 
turers of glass are considerably behind in their 
deliveries, as the exnort demand has _ been 
unusually heavy. The supply of glass is quite 
limited, and it is believed that the price will go 
still higher when replacements are made. 

On Monday a number of plate glass insurance 
company managers met in the office of the 
Lloyds Plate Glass Insurance Company to get an 
expression of opinion on the question of lia- 
bility under plate glass policies, inasmuch as 
the explosions were generally credited to have 
been due to a fire. Following a discussion of 
the subject, a committee was appointed to se- 
cure a legal opinion on the problem and re- 
port later in the day. The companies decided 
at the second meeting to waive the technical- 
ities and replace the glass immediately. 


North American Has New Policies 

The North American Accident of Chicago has 
completed a set of four new uniform limited 
accident and health policies for the interme- 
diate branch. The policies sell for $20, $15, 
$10 and $5, and carry provisions for the payment 
of weekly indemnity for the most common dis- 
abilities. The $20 policy provides a principal 
sum of $5000 for accidental death on a common 
carrier, this increasing annually ten per cent 
for five years, and the disability benefit is $25 
a week for fifteen weeks. The policy also pro- 
vides for a principal sum of $2500, with accu- 
mulations and $25 a week for fifteen weeks for 
accident suffered while in a burning building 
or from other specified causes. The policy also 
provides for a principal sum of $1000 and accu- 
mulations and $25 a week for fifteen weeks for 
accident suffered while riding in a private au- 
tomobile or other carrier not used for business 
purposes. Hospital and other benefits are in- 
cluded in the policy. The sickness indemnity 
is $25 weekly for fifteen weeks after the first 
seven days’ confinement in the house by specified 
diseases. Provision is made in stated amounts 
up to $100 for specified fractures not otherwise 
covered in the policy. The $15 policy is de- 
signed along the same lines and carries the 
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same principal sum, but it does not include the 
dividend feature of the $20 policy and the 
weekly indemnity coverage is not so broad. In 
the $10 policy slight changes are made in some 
of the principal sums and the weekly indemnity 
coverage for the loss of time due to both acci- 
dent and sickness is curtailed. The $5 policy 
covers $2500 principal sum and $15 weekly in- 
demnity for eight weeks, and other principal 
sums which are features of the $20 policy are 
cut down. 


The Automobile Hazard for Occupants 

A man who rides in an automobile faces a very 
serious and increasing hazard as regards acci- 
dents. Every additional automobile on the road 
increases the hazard of the occupants of every 
other. A ride Saturday or Sunday, with its end- 
less procession of cars in both directions with 
every manner of driver, from the careful to the 
careless, and the ever-going congestion of the 
city streets, brings this home. 

Ten years ago one recognized the automobile 
had brought a new class of accidents to add to 
those already established, but the number was 
small. 

To-day the automobile hazard to occupants, 
accidents to pedestrians is an additional hazard 
not dealt with here, has rushed almost to the 
head of the list as a cause of accident; the best 
demonstration of this is the fact that in 1906 
the Travelers paid 301 accident claims to drivers 
and occupants of automobiles for $44,030. In 
1915 it paid 2207 claims for over $314,000, and 
death losses contributed nearly one-half of the 
total amount paid. The following table of au- 
tomobile claims paid by the Travelers tells the 
story of the growth of the automobile hazard in 
brief but graphic form. 

Number Amount 
301 $44,030 
385 58,217 
498 72,820 
708 119,633 

1,040 185,328 
1,232 334,589 
1,525 300,102 
1,762 312,518 
265,631 
314,249 





11,603 $2,012,117 
The details of the accidents for which the 
Travelers has paid claims from 1910-1915 are 
of considerable interest because of their di- 
versity. Accidents from cranking have, in the 
last few years, decreased with the introduction 
of the self-starter, but unfortunately the class 
of accidents which contributes the most serious 
cases of accident is increasing. Of the total 
amount of $1,712,000 paid in benefits under these 
policies over $846,000 was for accidents result- 
ing fatally. 


AUTOMOBILE CLAIMS 1910-1915 INCLUSIVE 


Number Amount 
3,836 $367,754 
9,974 
44,469 
108,964 
462,915 
83,051 
99,682 
483,156 
52,447 


Cranking 

Foreign matter in eye 
Jolting 

Entering or leaving 
Skidding or ditching 
Operating 

Caretaking or repairing..... 
Collisions 

Miscellaneous 





$1,712,412 


Classifying Compensation Risks 
It is held by the Texas Department of Insur- 
ance and Banking that a corporation that has 
taken advantage of insuring its employees under 
“the terms of the employers’ liability law may 
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classify its employees and insure one classifica. 
tion of such employees in one company writing 
workmen’s compensation insurance and insure 
the other classification in another company 
which writes this class of indemnity risks, The 
effect of this ruling will permit all such cop. 
porations or industrial plants in Texas to clag. 
sify their employees and insure them in varioug 
companies that are writing this class of jp- 
surance. 


Great Eastern Officers 
At the July meeting of the directors of the 
Great Eastern Casualty of New York, Louis J, 
Reckendorfer was elected president, succeed. 
ing the late Louis H. Fibel. L. J. Phillips wag 
elected treasurer, and Secretary Darling wag 
made underwriting manager. 


“Employers Liability, Workmens Com. 
pensation and Liability Insurance 


Jeremiah F. Connor, a man amply capable of 
doing it well, has written a very comprehensive 
work on “The Workmens Compensation Law 
of the State of New York.’ The questions of 
liability and compensation insurance are pre 
sented, discussed and explained in a way to 
make every point clear to the insurance agent 
and official as well as to the practicing lawyer, 

The distinctions between the different forms 
of employers’ liability are based to a large ex- 
tent upon the law in New York State. They 
apply to the subject generally, however, and 
especially to those States having compensation 
statutes similar to the New York act. The patt 
devoted to State insurance applies to all States 
where the State insurance fund is created to 
operate in competition with other forms of in- 
surance, except in so far as the wording of the 
statutes may be different. 

“Employers Liability, Workmens Compenga- 
sation and Liability Insurance” is the full title 
of the work and it is issued by The Spectator 
Company, New York.—Ea-Governor Glynn, i 
The Albany (N. Y.) Times-Union. 

It seems to be a thorough and careful piece of 
work.—Samuel Seabury, Judge of the Court of 
Appeals, State of New York. 

It is a most admirable presentation of the sub- 
ject covered. The wide experience and excep- 
tional ability of the author in this field of law 
makes the book a standard reference authority, 
—John G@, Chapin, Judge of City Court, Niagara 
Falls, N. Y. 

The work is very complete and subject ex- 
tensively treated. The author’s experience was 
of untold value in handling this difficult sub 
ject. The cases collated and set forth in the 
work makes it a text book as well as a digest 
for questions arising under the Compensation 
Act. It is a valuable work and one that is 
necessary to the intelligent consideration @ 
claims and cases coming under that ?r 
statute.—M. H. Kiley, Justice of Supreme Cowtt, 
State of New York, Cazenovia, N. Y. 

“Employers Liability, Workmens Compensé- 
tion and Liability Insurance,” by J. F. Connof, 
is published by The Spectator Company. 


Casualty Notes 

—The Massachusetts and the New York Insurance 
Departments are joining with the Vermont Depart 
ment in an examination of the American Fidelity 
Company of Montpelier, Vt. : 

—lIt is understood that there are now 22,900 per 
sons in Pennsylvania receiving payments in accordance 
with the Pennsylvania Workmens Compensation Act, 
which became effective January 1, 1916. 

—The Casualty Company of America has just 
ranged to open a branch office in Philadelphia for 
the handling of Eastern Pennsylvania, Southern New 4 
Jersey and Delaware, and has appointed H. C. Free 
as resident manager. 

—tThe Insurance Society of New York has printed 
and distributed among its members copies of 
address of Leon S. Senior on Schedule Rating for 
Workmen’s Compensation Risks, which was deliv 
before the society on February 29, 1916. 
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